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SUBJECT: VISIT OF ECUADOREAN PRESIDENT TO NASA TRACKING STATION 

REF: A. QUITO 4398 
B. STATE 15934 

1. ECUADOREAN PRESIDENT RODRIGUEZ HAS NOW ACCEPTED OUR 
INVITATION TO VISIT NASA STATION JULY 18 AT NOON DURING 
APOLLO-SOYUZ PASS OVER ECUADOR. SOVIET AMBASSADOR HAS 
ALSO ACCEPTED. 

2. IN VIEW OF PRESIDENTIAL ATTENDANCE AT THIS EVENT 

AND FACT THAT IT WILL RECEIVE WIDE LOCAL PRESS COVERAGE, 

IT WOULD BE MOST USEFUL TO US HERE IF NASA COULD ARRANGE 
FOR AN EXCHANGE OF CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES BETWEEN 
SPACECRAFT AND GROUNDSTATION DURING PASS OVER ECUADOR. 
MOREOVER, BASED ON ENTHUSIASTIC PERSONAL INTEREST 
PRESIDENT EXPRESSED TO ME IN CONVERSATION JULY 10, 1 
KNOW THAT HE WOULD ENJOY THE OPPORTUNITY TO SAY A FEW 
WORDS TO THE ASTRONAUTS IF THAT CAN POSSIBLY BE 
ARRANGED. 

3. PLEASE ADVISE. 
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